[Axillar lymphadenectomy].
Axillary dissection aims at local tumor control and staging. Among breast cancer, malignant melanoma and other solid malignancies, the nodal status is still the most important predictive and prognostic factor. Today, because of its morbidity, axillary lymphadenectomy is indicated only when the sentinel lymph node is involved by metastasis after histopathologic investigation. The surgical technique of axillary dissection is presented, complications and oncologic outcomes are summarised after dissection for breast carcinoma and malignant melanoma, respectively.